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Japanese

What kind of a language is Japanese?

First of all, it is the national language of Japan. It is spoken not only in Japan but also by Japanese immigrants in Brazil and other
countries. The large number of native speakers places Japanese among the most commonly spoken languages in the world. In
addition, as of 2022, there were more than 1 million learners of Japanese as a foreign language in China, about 700,000 hundred
thousand in Indonesia and between 400,000-500,000 in both South Korea and Australia.

In a broad sense, "Japanese" includes the dialects of various regions of Japan, and the language can be quite different in the
eastern and western parts of Japan in particular. Incidentally, the line from the Pacific Ocean at Lake Hamana, just a few short
kilometers west of SUAC, up to ltoigawa City in Niigata Prefecture is considered to be the rough boundary that separates the
eastern and western dialects of Japanese. Having said that, the "Japanese language" introduced in this booklet refers to the
‘common’ language that can be understood anywhere in Japan. As might be expected, the common Japanese language is based
on the dialect of Tokyo, the capital and largest city in Japan.

Japanese pronunciation is relatively simple, with a small number of vowels and consonants, and syllables that, in most cases,
end in vowels. There are four types of vocabulary: native Japanese words (native to Japan, especially verbs and adjectives), Sino-
Japanese words (taken from Chinese or created in Japan by combining Chinese characters), loanwords (from languages other
than Chinese), and hybrid words that are an amalgam of different words. However, most basic everyday vocabulary is in native

Japanese.

< Figure 1 >
The basic word order is the same as in Korean and unlike English

or Chinese, with the SOV order of subject + object + verb. SVO- < Japanese > (b7zU(F) BAEZ HZA TS,

type languages like English and Chinese often use prepositions, - SOV L] postposition
while SOV-type languages like Korean often use postpositions. < Chinese > * Tf ¥ Hib.
Japanese is also characterized by the fact that various elements, — SVO preposition [
such as particles and auxiliary verbs, are attached to the end < English > | teach Japanese in
of words. Also, in Japanese the subject of a sentence can often — SVO preposition [
be understood by the context is therefore frequently omitted. < Korean > Lt= Oﬂ/\‘l Y20IE 7t=x|1 Uct.
<Figure 1>. — SO0V [J postposition
< Figure 2 >

Notation is a little more complicated. Ordinary Japanese uses

kanji (characters created in ancient China), hiragana (created SNS % ZH L1-Z#H & 7—73 3w v

by modifying kanji), and katakana (created by taking a part of a alphabet hiragana kanji hiragana kanji hiragana katakana

kanji). These writing systems are often supplemented by romaji

(mainly the Roman alphabet) and Arabic numerals. There are =4 PN %*/ it
more than 2,000 kanji alone that are commonly used today, (Japanese kanji) (Chinese kanji simplified Chinese kanji
and many are written differently from the way Chinese kaniji is [Traditional Chinese kanji
written. Many words written in romaji are unique to Japan. In SNS PN social media
addition, some alphabetized terms are abbreviated in ways that (abbreviation of Social Networking Service, (English)

are unique to Japan. <Figure 2>. Japanese English)

Other characteristics of the Japanese language include a well-developed system of honorifics and many differences in expressions

based on spoken and written language and age and gender among other factors.
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Let’s Hear from a Teacher

Department of
Intercultural Studies

Why Did I Start Studying Japanese? Prof. Jack Ryan

| grew up in Southern California in the United States and one of my best friends was

a Japanese-American boy. That friendship sparked a lifelong interest in Japan and a

desire to live in Japan someday. Having said that, | actually studied Spanish as a second

language in both high school and university because it is so useful as it can be used in

everyday life in America. Eventually, a few years after university, | came to Japan for

the first time as an ALT (Assistant Language Teacher). Actually, | didn’t start studying

Japanese until | moved to Japan. When | first arrived, | could only say ‘Konnichiwa,” ‘Watashi

wa Jack desu’ and ‘--- wa doko desu ka?’ Needless to say, | was very unprepared to live in

Japan and | don’t recommend this!

Once | was living in Japan, what really motivated me to study was the frustration of not being able to communicate and not being
able to read anything. | felt isolated and not being able to read train signs, road signs, restaurant menus or anything else pushed
me to study. | started learning kanji because | would pass the same signs and billboards every day and wanted to be able to read
them. Because it is so slow and incremental, most of don’t notice our improvement when studying a language and for a long time
| thought | was not getting any better. It was only when | would meet someone after not seeing them for a few months and they
would comment on my development that | felt “okay, | guess | am slowly getting a little better.” After a year or so of studying
once a week with a teacher near my house, | enrolled in a language school in Tokyo and commuted three evenings a week for a
year. Being in classes with ambitious people from all over the world really motivated me to study ever harder. Living in Japan and
studying Japanese as a second language (JSL) rather than studying Japanese in the United States as a foreign language (JFL)
gave me an inherent motivation because | could practice what | was learning in the classroom in everyday life. | enjoyed (and still
enjoy) the opportunity to experiment with something I’d learned in class the next day in a real-world situation. For example, when
| learned the words ‘kasu’ (to lend) and ‘kariru’ (to borrow) | was so keen practice | ended up lending and borrowing books and

games and all kinds of things from all kinds of people!

Why I' m Glad I Studied Japanese?

s It is a bit of a cliche about studying languages, but one of the best things about studying
Japanese has been that it has expanded my worldview. Unlike many people, | did not start
studying Japanese because of an interest in manga or anime. However, | have developed
an interest in these things over the years. Of course, it’s possible to enjoy manga or anime
in translation but it’s cool to be able to to read or watch them in Japanese, Also, there
can sometimes be a sense or atmosphere or turn of phrase that can be hard to capture or

somehow loses some of its essence when expressed in another language. For example, in

my opinion, expressions like FH272L V& y and FHEDDREN 5 and T—HI—% 5 convey deep
and meaningful aspects of Japanese culture that can require a longer explanation in English or other languages. To take another
simple example, one of my hobbies is surfing and when we get out the ocean and change out of our wetsuits everyone says I$
ENSFETULTzy to each other. It is a simple formality, a set phrase often used unconsciously, yet it expresses both courtesy and
a sense of brotherhood and community. Even though surfing is an individual sport and we compete with each other to catch the
best waves while in the ocean, in Japan, when we get out of the water we seem connected in a fraternity through the simple
phrase THEENIETLIZs . In my opinion, the above are examples of feelings and concepts that can sometimes be hard to fully

appreciate without a cultural understanding of Japan.



Another reason | am glad | started studying Japanese is to learn about T8{z5s and TZ#5E, (honorific language). Teaching at
university it is interesting to see how students instinctively know to speak to their older classmates, their 55, using honorific
language. | admit that when | first started learning Japanese and about Japanese culture | was put-off by the thought of having
to use different words with different people depending on their age and position. Quickly however, | came to see the value of

expressing respect, courtesy and basic human kindness to someone older than you with a few simple words.

Where I Still Struggle?

| still struggle with everything! | struggle with expressing myself when the topic of conversation

gets complicated or technical. For example, if | am doing a DIY activity around my house and go

to a hardware store for a tool if can be a challenge to explain what | need. Or if | am talking about >

politics, economics or literature or something deeper like that it can be a challenge to express v‘% 2
myself correctly. | often feel that | have not correctly said what | want to and that | may have %
been misunderstood. One thing that all second or foreign language learners have in common is the A

knowledge that you never feel you’ve completely mastered the language. Most of us will always feel

there is more vocabulary to be learned, more expressions to know and much more cultural knowledge to absorb. This may seem
daunting but, actually, this is what makes studying a language so endlessly interesting, knowing that however much we know
there will always be more to learn.

| was not educated in Japan and first came to Japan in my late 20’s. As such, | have no experience with Japanese schools as a
student, only as a teacher. Now that | have children of my own in Japanese schools, it has been interesting and challenging to

learn the vocabulary connected with school and the flow of the academic year, school activities and school culture.

Advice to Students

As you no doubt already know, Japanese can be an endlessly fascinating language. For those of us from European language
backgrounds the writing systems are completely different. Mastering hiragana and katakana can be done quickly but kanji is a
different story; kanji takes time and effort. We can eventually learn enough kanji to read the newspaper, send an email or write a
university report but there will always be more obscure and complicated kanji to learn. One method to learn kanji and vocabulary
that | have used for years, and still use, is word cards. It is quite an analog method in today’s digital world but writing down kanji
and new vocabulary on word cards, carrying it around with me and going through the words/kanji during my day has proven
very productive for me. Anki or other flashcard apps on a smart phone that use spaced repetition to display words can also be
very useful. The idea of actually writing kanji by hand may seem outdated in our smart phone world but there is good research
evidence showing that writing out words improves memorization and word recognition.

Another thing that probably could go without saying is the benefit of consuming Japanese television and anime and even radio.
This can help with vocabulary acquisition and cultural knowledge. Of course, having so many great manga available is a great
incentive to read as much as possible in Japanese. Finally, while it can be comforting, try not to stick only to friends with similar
linguistic or cultural backgrounds as you. Putting in the effort to make Japanese friends will certainly improve your Japanese and,
more importantly, make your university experience better. You’ll only be in university for a few short years and these years will
seem to have gone by much too quickly when you graduate so please enjoy this precious time in your lives and make the most of

it!
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When You Can't Say What You Want to in Japanese

@ https://tsunagarujp.bunka.go.jp/ Tsunagaru hiragana nihongo de no kurashi

*Helps you choose expressions according to your Japanese level, what you want to study, and allows you to select keywords. There
are also plenty of audio and video clips.

@ https://www.irodori.jpf.go.jp/editions.html Irodori: Japanese for Everyday Life

*Japanese language teaching materials for people living in Japan. 3 levels x 10 languages, plus downloadable audio and other
materials.

® https://kotobank.jp/ Kotobank

*A site that allows you to search across a varie‘g{ of dictionaries. It includes well-respected English-Japanese-Japanese-English,
Chinese-Japanese-Chinese, and other encyclopedia dictionaries.

Free E-learning Programs

@ https://www.erin.jpf.go.jp/ "Erin Challenges! | can speak Japanese." Contents Library

*An archive of programs broadcast on NHK Educational TV. In addition to videos, scripts, cartoons, subtitles in foreign languages,
etc. are available.

® https://minato-jf.jo/Home/Index JF Nihongo e-Learning Minato

*A platform for learning Japanese. You can choose a course that suits you based on your Japanese level, learning category, and
language of explanation. Courses with teacher support are also available.

® https://jplangz.tufs.ac.jp/ JPLANG

*E-learning material with two levels to choose from: beginner and intermediate. The beginner level includes explanations in foreign
languages.

Daily Life Support
@ https://www.city.hamamatsu.shizuoka.jp/foreign/index.ntml  Hamamatsu City Web site

*Support in English, Chinese, Korean, and Japanese. The website also provides information related to daily life in Portuguese and
Vietnamese among other languages.

https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/guidebook_all.html "Living and Working Guidebook" 4th edition

*Provides information for foreigners living in Japan in sixteen languages.

Hamamatsu City, where SUAC is located, is a large city in western
Shizuoka Prefecture. The area is also known as the “Enshu" region.
Hamamatsu is actually the most populous city in Shizuoka Prefecture and
the second largest city by area in Japan. Along with Osaka and Kyoto,
it is also one of twenty specially designated cities in Japan. Since the
Meiji era (1868-1912), the city has developed as a vibrant commercial and
industrial city with flourishing musical instrument and textile industries,
and after World War II, motorcycles and automobiles. Hamamatsu is
known as the birthplace of the Honda Motor Company, Suzuki Motor
Company, Yamaha Music, and Kawai Music. Suzuki, Yamaha, and Kawai

still have their headquarters here in Hamamatsu.
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Due of its thriving industry, Hamamatsu is also home to many people with foreign roots, particularly Brazilians of

Japanese descent. There are also many students with overseas roots enrolled at the university.
The climate in Hamamatsu is mild, with long hours of sunshine, which allows for the production of
mandarin oranges, tea, and bok choy. Lake Hamana, the tenth largest lake in Japan, is located in the
western part of the city, and is famous for eel farming. There are many popular tourist destinations
near the lake including Kanzanji Hot Springs, Hamamatsu Flower Park and the Hamanako Palpal
amusement park. The vast Nakatajima Sand Dunes in the south part of the city at the beach is also
a popular tourist destination.
In addition to eel and mandarin oranges, the area is also well-known for its grilled gyoza dumplings.
Hamamatsu is also known as the place where Tokugawa leyasu, the founder and first shogun of the
Tokugawa Shogunate, once lived. Tokugawa leyasu is the inspiration for the
mascot character of Hamamatsu, “Shusse Daimyo leyasu-kun” who has eels in
his hair, mandarin oranges on his crested gown, and a piano pattern on his
hakama skirt.
As you can see, there are many things to get out and experience

in Hamamatsu when you need to take a break from your studies.
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